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BY JOAN JANZEN

Tasha Orysiuk’s dance group, 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers, was in-
ducted into the Dance Hall of Fame on 
November 9 at the Metropolitan En-
tertainment Centre in Winnipeg. Tasha 
(née Kanasevich), the group’s Artistic 
Director, is originally from Eatonia, 
where her love of dancing fi rst began.

The ceremony bestowed a national 
honour on the group for their unique 
style and lasting impact on Canadian 
dance. Shumka combines explosive 
Ukrainian high-kicks with elegant bal-
let movements and is Canada’s only 
professional Ukrainian dance company. 
Having shared Ukrainian culture for 65 
years, they are now honoured to be the 
fi rst group of dance artists from Edmon-
ton to receive this national recognition.

“I feel incredibly fortunate to have 
a career I love, working alongside an 
exceptional production and administra-
tive team, and extraordinarily dedicat-
ed, hardworking dancers,” Tasha said. 
“This season marks my fi rst year as Ar-
tistic Director of the Ukrainian Shumka 
Dancers.”

The Ukrainian Nutcracker tour be-
gan in November with four perfor-
mances in Victoria, presented with the 
Victoria Symphony Orchestra. This was 
followed by two performances in Med-
icine Hat, two in Camrose, and three fi -
nal performances in Edmonton.

The Nutcracker production includes 
50 Shumka dancers, 19 choir members 
from Kappella Kyrie Slavic Chamber 
Choir, and 18 children from the Shumka 
School of Dance, for a total of 87 per-
formers.

The company has been an important 
part of Tasha’s life for many years. She 
joined the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
in Edmonton in 1996, touring nation-
ally in acclaimed productions. She was 
selected among 14 Shumka dancers to 
tour the Eastern U.S. with The Nut-
cracker – A Ballet Fantasy in 1997 and 
1999.

Tasha joined Shumka’s Artistic Team 
in 2015 and became Shumka’s Creative 
Director, focusing on dancer training, 
choreography, and artistic mentorship. 
She is an accomplished Canadian dance 
educator, adjudicator, and choreogra-
pher, with extensive credentials and 
training across multiple disciplines un-

der internationally renowned artists in 
Canada, the U.S., England, and Ukraine.

“In addition to my role as Artistic Di-
rector, I teach at the Shumka School of 
Dance, helping to train and mentor the 
next generation of Shumka Dancers,” 
she explained. For dancers 55 and older, 
Tasha off ers a ballet program and leads 
Seniors Can Shumka.

“The class has grown into a vibrant 
community of 45 dancers, ranging in 
age up to 89 years,” she said. “It’s of-
ten described as my Monday morning 
party.”

This spring, Shumka will be taking 
another major production on tour. “We 
will be continuing our commitment to 
sharing Ukrainian dance with audienc-
es across Canada and beyond,” she con-
cluded.

Meanwhile, all her family and 
friends from her hometown of Eatonia 
and surrounding area wish to extend 
their heartfelt congratulations for her 
most recent honour!

Tasha Orysiuk’s Ukrainian dance group 
inducted into the Dance Hall of Fame

Tasha (née Kanasevich) Orysiuk’s dance group, Ukrainian Shumka Dancers, was in-
ducted into the Dance Hall of Fame on November 9 at the Metropolitan Entertainment 
Centre in Winnipeg. Tasha, the group’s Artistic Director, is originally from Eatonia.
SUBMITTED

Tasha Orysiuk

“I feel incredibly 
fortunate to have a 

career I love, working 
alongside an 
exceptional 

production and 
administrative team, 

and
dedicated, 

hardworking dancers.

LUSELAND — Despite chilly tempera-
tures, Luseland was alive with holiday 
spirit on Dec. 13 during the town’s an-
nual Santa Claus Day. The event, or-
ganized by the Luseland Community 
Development Committee, saw local 
businesses open their doors with spe-
cial promotions, draws, and treats for 
families.

A highlight for many was Santa’s 
Treasure Hunt, sponsored by the Luse-
land & District Chamber of Commerce. 
Children started the adventure with a 
visit from Santa at the community hall, 
receiving a treasure map before follow-
ing a route through the business district. 
Along the way, participants completed 
fun challenges and created Christmas 
crafts at each stop.

High school students volunteered 

to assist younger children, helping the 
activities run smoothly throughout the 
day.

The celebration wrapped up with 
Santa’s return to the hall, where chil-
dren received prizes and candy bags. 
Families also enjoyed a Christmas mov-
ie, sleigh rides through town, and gath-
ered around a community bonfi re to 
roast hot dogs and marshmallows and 
sip hot chocolate before heading home.

The event was made possible through 
the eff orts of the Luseland Community 
Development Committee, the Luseland 
& District Chamber of Commerce, lo-
cal businesses, student volunteers, and 
the wider community. Santa Claus Day 
once again showcased the strong sense 
of togetherness and holiday spirit that 
defi nes Luseland.

Santa Claus Day brings holiday cheer to Luseland

Wishing you a fun, joyful, and safe holiday season!

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

�e Kindersley �reshing Club
would like to thank the following for their contributions in 2025.

• Ian & Tina Coutts (land donation) • Holland’s Hot Oiling 
• Farm Credit Corporation • TKC Trucking

�ank you!
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WE’VE MOVED!
as of December 1st

604-12th Ave E, Suite A
Kindersley • 306-463-4655
During this transition, we may not be fully 

operational until JANUARY 5th, 2026.
We thank you for your patience!

SERVICE TRUCK WILL
STILL BE AVAILABLE

Free delivery 
to your

location.

Meet Your New 
Work Space!

Free delivery 
to your

location.

Keep Your
Desk Ready!

Free delivery 
to your

location.

Keeping it
clean!

Free delivery 
to your

location.

Safety
Apparel

www.bee-plus.ca 
1-800-667-1321

www.bee-plus.ca 
1-800-667-1321

www.bee-plus.ca 
1-800-667-1321

www.bee-plus.ca 
1-800-667-1321

Call us for a 
Consultation

Managed IT Services
• SecurITy • UnrestrIcTed Help Desk

• Business ContinuITy

www.bee-plus.ca    1-800-667-1321

DunRite Contracting
and Flooring Installations, Sales & Service
• Celebright Permanent Holiday Lighting
• Porcelain & Ceramic Installing
• Hardwood and Laminate Wood Products
• All Types of Carpet
• Sheet Vinyl & Underlayments
• Luxury Vinyl Planks & Tiles
• Parking Lot Line Painting
• Epoxy Floors
• Home Renos, Repairs & Insurance Claims

Craig Marzoff
Independent Contractor

cwr1905@hotmail.com
306-460-7682
306-463-4163

TUESDAY

www.lifetimedentalkindersley.ca
www.lifetimedentalkindersley.ca

• Tree Planting
• Tree Care/Maintenance
• Sub Soiling
• Tile Drainage Installation

• Project Planning
• Surveying
• Excavating
• Aerial Imagery

First Christmas with the in-laws? 
Here’s how to prepare!

The holiday season is a time for joy and 
sharing. This time of year, although relaxing 
for many, may be stressful for you if you’re 
getting ready to spend your first Christmas 
with your in-laws. Does this sound familiar? 
Here are a few tips.

TALK TO YOUR PARTNER
Before the gathering, take a moment to share 
your feelings and questions with your signifi -
cant other. Are you feeling nervous? Do you 
want to know if some sensitive topics are 
best avoided? This con versation will help 
you mentally prepare and ease your anxiety.

CHOOSE YOUR OUTFIT CAREFULLY
Select your outfi t based on the type of 
gathering and planned activities. If you know 
your in-laws like dressing up for Christmas, 
consider visiting a chic boutique or even a 
tailor. For a more casual gather ing, opt for 
comfortable yet stylish clothing.

BREAK THE ICE WITH CLASS
Is this your first time meeting your in-laws? 

Get to know them better by asking open-en-
ded questions. Not sure how to break the 
ice? A small gift, such as a plant, a bottle 
of wine or a candle, can help create a warm 
connection.
     Spending your fi rst Christmas with your 

in-laws is an important moment. It’s perfectly 
normal to feel awkward or nervous. However, 
preparation is your best friend. Visit your lo-
cal shops to fi nd everything you need for this 
memorable occasion, and most importantly, 
have fun!

What gift should you give someone who loves all things food?
If you have a foodie in your life, consider one of these tasty and exciting 
ideas to make them happy this Christmas.

• A class or workshop. Give your loved one the chance to develop 
their culinary skills in a class focused on their favourite type of 
cuisine, such as tapas, pastries or sushi. Some classes are also 
available online. Handy, right?

• A trip. If your budget allows, treat your gourmand to an adventure in 
Italy to savour authentic Italian cuisine or explore Peruvian fl avours 
in Peru. If you prefer to stay closer to home, a weekend getaway a 
few hours away can introduce them to new tastes and experiences.

• A gourmet meal. Does your foodie dream about going to a speci-

fi c high-end restaurant? Now’s your chance to book a table or give 
them a gift certifi cate for two. Sharing a special meal always makes 
the experience more enjoyable.

• A kitchen accessory or appliance. Find out what could elevate 
your loved one’s kitchen experience. A luxury saucepan, a set of 
sharp knives, a bread maker, an ice cream maker, a stand mixer, a 
griddle or a glass cake dome are all fantastic options.

• A gourmet gift basket. Choose an expertly prepared gift basket, 
or get creative and make your own. Fill it with a variety of items 
like gourmet condiments, artisanal spreads and unique spices. 
The customization possibilities are endless!

Shop at your local stores to fi nd the perfect gourmet gift!

25122SS3
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Expert tips for making your fi rst yule log cake
Want to try baking a traditional 
yule log cake this year? Use 
these tried-and-true tips to en-
sure your success.

BAKE
For a classic yule log, use a light 
sponge cake made with fl our, 
sugar and whole eggs. Beat the 
eggs until they triple in volume. 
Look for a reliable recipe online 
and bake the sponge cake on a 
parchment-lined baking sheet.

ROLL
There are several schools of 
thought on how to roll a yule log 
cake. Here’s a time-tested me-
thod.

1. Remove the sponge cake 
from the mould as soon as it 
comes out of the oven. Use a 
knife if necessary.

2. Place a sheet of parchment 
paper slightly larger than the 
cake on your work surface.

3. Turn the baking sheet 
upside down to place the 
sponge cake on the parch-
ment paper. Then, immedia-
tely (and gently) peel away 
the paper used during ba-

king.
4. Roll the cake up using the 

parchment paper under-
neath.

5. Cover the dessert with a 
damp dish towel and let it 
cool.

That’s it! The hardest part is 
done.

FILL
Unroll the cooled cake and 
spread it with your fi lling of 
choice, such as ganache, whip-
ped cream or jam. Use the parch-
ment paper again to roll the cake 
back up. The previous steps will 
have made it pliable and moist.

For the fi nishing touch, some 
people prefer to cov er the log 
completely with icing; others 
dust it with a little bit of icing 
sugar or chocolate shavings. At 
this stage, let your imagination 
run wild.

Are you missing any ingredients 
or utensils to make your yule 
log a success? Visit your local 
shops to get equipped like the 
pros.

CHRISTMAS TREATS! Tables at Elizabeth Middle School were fi lled with cookies, 
tarts, squares and cupcakes on Thursday morning for the school’s Christmas 
bake sale. Family and friends arrived at 11 a.m. to buy treats, with students on 
hand to help with the fundraiser. PHOTO BY JOAN JANZEN

Warm
�������
Wishes��������������������
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Wishing you a
Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year

MERRY CHRISTMAS and to
Your Health

in 2026!
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From Andrea, Duncan, Ellen & Marie at 
Andrea’s 3 R’s Shop

Eston, SK

From Cliff, Margaret and Don

OLORENSHAW FARM SERVICES
Eston, SK

We wish you all
the best for

Christmas and the 
new year.

�ank You for your patronage throughout this past year!

Thank you for your
continued business and support. 
We are looking forward to 2026!

Simplot Grower Solutions Kindersley (306) 463-4622

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

As the festive season nears, 
spread holiday cheer with these 
homemade Christmas treats. 
Here are three easy-to-make re-
cipes for your celebrations.

1. Peppermint fudge delights.
Melt semi-sweet chocolate
chips and sweetened
condensed milk over low heat, 
then stir in crushed peppermint candies.
Spread the mixture onto a parch-
ment-lined baking sheet, top with more
crushed candies and let it cool. Once set,
slice into delectable squares that melt in
your mouth.

2. Festive snowflake sugar cookies. Mix up
some butter, sugar, egg and vanilla ex-
tract, then gradually add flour and baking

powder until a dough forms. 
Roll it out, cut it into snow-
flake shapes and bake to 
golden perfection. Once coo-
led, let your imagination run 
wild as you decorate them 
with icing and sprinkles.

3.	 Cinnamon-spiced hot co-
coa. Warm up beside the fire

with this cozy drink. Prepare a hot cocoa 
mix with milk and add a pinch of ground 
cinnamon. Top it off with whipped cream, a 
sprinkle of cinnamon and miniature marsh-
mallows. Hang a mini-candy cane from 
the mug’s edge for extra holiday charm.

Be sure to stock up on all your baking and 
kitchen needs in advance, and don’t be 
afraid to create magical moments in the 
kitchen this holiday season!

3 homemade Christmas treat recipes

BY JOAN JANZEN

The kids at Kindersley Playschool 
were displaying their excitement about 
Christmas last week when they came 

to their class. Tuesday and Wednesday, 
December 12th and 13th were designat-
ed as Christmas Sweater Day for each 
class, and the children were happy to 
wear their fuzzy holiday sweaters for 

everyone to see. Their teacher Roxanne 
Atkinson joined in the fun, because ev-
eryone needs a Christmas sweater!

The playschool kids are also getting 
ready for their Christmas concert on De-

cember 20th when they’ll perform for 
all their family and friends. During the 
week there are also plans for Christmas 
cookie decorating and a pyjama day, 
which will add to the holiday fun.

Everyone needs a Christmas sweater
The Wednesday morning Kindersley Playschool class was happy to show off their Christmas sweaters which they all wore in honour of Christmas Sweater Day at playschool.
PHOTO BY JOAN JANZEN

Dear valued readers 
and advertisers,
We want to extend a heartfelt thank you  
for your continued support this past year.  

As we look ahead, our mission remains clear:  
to deliver stories that resonate with our community.  
You can rely on us to bring you accurate and timely  
news on the topics that matter most.

As we celebrate the holidays, we want you to know  
that your support is the greatest gift we could ask for.  
We are privileged to have you in our corner!

Wishing you a warm  
and wonderful holiday season,
and all the best for 2026!

Merry Christmas
from Kate & Robert Winquist and staff!

WE WILL SEE YOU BACK ON JANUARY 6th
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Christmas is just around the corner! Do you 
have a child or grandchild you’d like to share 
the magic of Christmas with? These 12 acti-
vities are sure to bring out the festive spirit of 
this much-anticipated holiday.

1. Read a book. Curl up near the Christmas 
tree, wrap yourself in a cozy blanket and 
dive into a captivating Christmas story. 
Borrow books from your neighbourhood 
library or buy them at your local books-
tore.

2. Listen to music. Play Christmas music as 
you do other fun activities like drawing or 
doing puzzles. Learn the lyrics by heart or 
even sing along to a karaoke version.

3. Watch a movie. Choose a funny or 
heart-warming Christmas movie to watch 
at home or in the theatre. If you want to get 
even more in the spirit, wear a cozy toque 
or your favourite Christmas pajamas.

4. Admire festive decorations. Once the 
sun sets, take a walk or drive around your 
neighbourhood to look at the most beau-
tifully decorated houses. You’re sure to 

be amazed!

5. Write to Santa Claus. Help your child write 
a letter to Santa. Give them nice paper and 
stickers for decorating, then drop o� the 
letter together at the post o�ce or a mail-
box.

6. Prepare Elf on the Shelf pranks. Invite a 
mischievous elf to your home to pull o� all 
kinds of pranks that your child will disco-
ver when they wake up.

7. Send holiday cards. Help your child 
write Christmas cards to their friends, 
cousins, aunts, uncles and grandparents. 
Deliver them by hand if possible.

8. Visit a Christmas market. These com-
munity events have a bit of everything, 
from music and entertainment to colourful 
decorations. You’re sure to get in the holi-
day spirit!

9. Bake cookies. Make delicious treats 
like shortbread or gingerbread men and 
decorate them together. Enjoy some as a 
family and share the rest as gifts.

10. Decorate the house.
Set up the Christmas 
tree and hang stoc-
kings. If you’re feeling 
crafty, make ornaments, 
wreaths and garlands 
to beautify your space. 
Don’t forget to place 
Christmas figurines or 
stuffed animals in your 
child’s room.

11. Buy an advent calen-
dar. Children love advent 
calendars, which help 

them count down the days until Christ-
mas. Whether filled with chocolates or 
surprises like stickers and small toys, 
they’re always a hit.

12. Prepare a snack for Santa Claus. On De-
cember 24, help your child prepare a snack 

for the Jolly Old Saint Nick. You can also put 
out some raw vegetables for the reindeer.

Your region has everything you need to 
bring the magic of Christmas to life for 
people of all ages. Make the most of these 
memorable moments together!

12 activity ideas to bring the magic of Christmas to life for a child

Wishing you 
Gratitude and 

Heartfelt Cheer

������������
��������������

306-463-4121 • Kindersley

May you find
peace and happiness
this Christmas and

throughout
the coming year.

Merry Christmas from everyone at
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CHALLENGER DOZER SERVICES

CELL: 306.834.7579  |  PH: 306.834.5590
EMAIL: timmargr@hotmail.com  |  Major, SK

• Road Stabilizing
• Snow Blower
• Grader
• Payloader
• Towing
• Snow Dozing
• Tandem Dump
• Packer

Manage your health, mobility or begin your Wellness Journey
in a safe and monitored environment or join a class

all led by our Exercise Therapist!

PROGRAMS
1:1 APPOINTMENTS

AQUAFIT
ADULT/CHILD POOL TIME

SNOWSHOEING
SKATING

PICKLEBALL
WELLNESS PROGRAMS

EQUIPMENT
EXERCISE BIKES

HAND BIKES
SEATED ELLIPTICAL
CABLE MACHINES

FREE WEIGHTS

West Central Events Centre - Walking Track - 2nd Floor - Elevator Access
JOANNE KOSOLOFSKI

306-463-0104 or p2w.kindersley@gmail.com

Creative hobbies
7 gift ideas to entertain young and old alike

Creative hobbies are the perfect way to express 
yourself, relax and develop your fi ne motor skills. 
Spoil the artists in your life, regardless of their age, 
with these inspiring gift ideas.

1. Paint-by-number or diamond painting kit.
These fun kits enable anyone to create beau-
tiful art depict ing many di� erent subjects, inclu-
ding animals, land scapes and more.

2. Candle-making kit. A wide variety of these kits 
is available, containing everything you need to 
start making candles in di� erent shapes and 
sizes.

3. Craft kit. Packed with assorted craft supplies 
like googly eyes, feathers, pompoms and glitter, 
these kits are sure to delight budding artists.

4. Art case. This handy case contains a selection of art supplies, in-
cluding pencils, markers, pastels and watercolours. It’s perfect for 
both young and seasoned artists alike.

5. Light-up board. An excellent tool for tracing, a light-up board 
makes it easy to copy a variety of patterns and designs. It’s often 
included with kids’ tablets.

6. Crochet or embroidery kit. If someone you love has recently 
taken up needlework, they’re sure to be thrilled to add a new kit 
like this to their crafting collection.

7. Origami kit. This kit comes with beautiful paper and instructions 
to create various origami folds. It’s a perfect choice for those who 
enjoy working with their hands.

Visit your local shops today and give the gift of creativity!

Holiday gatherings can ea-
sily lead to heated discus-
sions and uncomfortable 
silences. Here are four 
subjects to steer clear of at 
Christmas dinner.

1. POLITICS
To preserve harmony, keep this 
hot topic o�  the table. Conver-
sations about controversial 
bills or di� erent political 
parties can create division 
among guests.

2. RELIGION
Although Christmas is a his-
torically Christian holiday, 
your guests may hold diffe-
ring religious beliefs, which 
could quickly cause tensions 
to fl are.

3. PHYSICAL 
APPEARANCE
Even if you have good intentions, commen-
ting on someone’s weight gain or loss can 
be hurtful. It’s best to keep those com-
ments to yourself.

4. LOVE LIFE
A person’s sexual orientation or romantic 
choices are none of your business. Unless the 
person brings it up themselves, avoid asking 
about their love life or whether they’re seeing 

someone special.

If the conversation starts to go off track, 
change the subject with a smile, or break 
out the board games for a fun distraction.

4 subjects to avoid during Christmas dinner

306-463-0066  304 - 12TH AVE. EAST  KINDERSLEY

May each day of this 
holiday season be filled 
with laughter, peace and 

happiness.

HAPPIEST
HOLIDAYS

DONNA McLAY
306-460-9764

ARLENE BOISJOLI
306-460-7785

WILLIAM LAROCQUE
Broker /Owner

PAM BUSBY
306-628-7542

MARY KLOSTER
306-372-7832

AMY GREENWOOD
306-460-8692

COLBY HOULE
306-460-9680

JENNIFER McLEAN
306-460-9419

#1 West Road, Kindersley, SK. S0L 1S1
www.royallepage.ca/kindersley

Royal Lepage Wheat Country 306-463-1766

DONNA McLAY
306-460-9764

ARLENE BOISJOLI
306-460-7785

WILLIAM LAROCQUE
Broker /Owner

PAM BUSBY
306-628-7542

MARY KLOSTER
306-372-7832

AMY GREENWOOD
306-460-8692

COLBY HOULE
306-460-9680

JENNIFER McLEAN
306-460-9419

#1 West Road, Kindersley, SK. S0L 1S1
www.royallepage.ca/kindersley

Royal Lepage Wheat Country 306-463-1766

May your Christmas be filled with
love, joy and happiness!
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A grandpa sat back in 
his recliner on New Year’s 
Day and said to his little 
grandson, “I remember 
last year like it was yester-
day!”

Before we know it, 
Christmas will be over, 
and we’ll be ushering in 
a new year. So I thought 
it would be interesting to 
share how people all over 
the world celebrate on 
New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day.

I have friends in Nova Scotia who 
have a lot of fun going for a Polar Dip 
on New Year’s Day, taking a plunge into 
freezing cold water.

People in Spain and other Span-
ish-speaking countries eat a grape ev-
ery time the clock chimes at midnight. 
The purpose is to bring good luck, good 
health, and joy for the next 12 months, 
with each grape representing a month 
of the year.

In Finland, people melt miniature tin 
horses in a pan, then take the molten tin 
and pour it into cold water. Whatever 
shape the tin hardens into is supposed 
to be an indication of what the new year 
will bring.

Meanwhile, in Ireland, folks take a 
loaf of hard bread and smack it against 
the walls of their houses in hopes that 
the loud noise will drive bad luck out 
of their homes. I think you’re beginning 
to realize there are a lot of superstitious 
traditions on New Year’s Eve!

Egyptians shine lights on their pyra-

mids on New Year’s Eve, 
though I’m not sure why. 
South Africa, Australia, 
and China are just a few 
countries that celebrate 
with fi reworks displays 
on New Year’s Eve.

In Denmark, residents 
save their chipped china 
and plates for New Year’s 
Eve. After the clock strikes 
midnight, people throw 
their chipped dishes at 
their friends’ front doors. 

It’s supposed to release any grievances 
from the previous year—a sort of stress 
reliever, I guess. The bigger the pile of 
dishes found outside one’s door, the 
better, since it represents your popular-
ity.

Kissing at midnight is one of the 
most popular New Year’s traditions all 
over the world. In Venice, tens of thou-
sands of people get together for an out-
door celebration and kiss at midnight.

Throughout Latin America, you’ll 
see shops fi lled with strings of diff er-
ent colours of underwear for sale. On 
New Year’s Eve, people are supposed 
to wear the colour of their choice: red 
for love, gold for wealth, and white for 
peace.

If you love food, you would enjoy 
celebrating New Year’s Day in Estonia, 
where you’re supposed to eat seven, 
nine, or twelve meals on New Year’s 
Day. It is believed the number of times 
you eat is the amount of strength you 
will have the following year.

In both Mexico and Greece, a king’s 

cake is served on New Year’s Eve. Who-
ever gets the slice with a gold coin in it 
is king or queen for the day. But they 
also have the responsibility to host the 
New Year’s party the following year.

On a recent holiday, my son and 
daughter-in-law discovered that people 
in Thailand celebrate their New Year 
festival in April, marking the end of the 
dry season. They take to the streets for 
a three-day water fi ght, and everyone 
gets soaked!

Meanwhile, on New Year’s Day in Si-
beria, divers take to the negative-49-de-
gree water and set up a decorated fi r 
tree on the fl oor of a lake.

In Ecuador, citizens walk around 
their houses or around the block at mid-
night, pulling their suitcases. This tradi-
tion is supposed to bring safe travels in 
the new year.

The cold New Year in Japan is 
warmed up with a hot bowl of soup on 
New Year’s Eve. The longer the noodle, 
the longer your life will be.

I was listening to a young woman 
who grew up in Russia explain that the 

people there don’t celebrate Christmas 
on December 24 and 25, but have sim-
ilar traditions to ring in the New Year. 
December 25 is a regular workday, but 
schools are closed for two weeks around 
the New Year’s holiday.

Every household decorates a fi r tree, 
and they enjoy a big family dinner on 
December 31 with lots of food, includ-
ing caviar and traditional salads. At 
midnight, they turn on their televisions, 
watch the main clock on Moscow’s Red 
Square, and celebrate the countdown 
with champagne and fi reworks.

Grandpa Christmas visits the chil-
dren, but he is a more serious version 
of Santa. He is generally tall, wearing 
a long red or blue coat, and has a long 
pointed beard. He gives gifts to kids 
who are behaving well. His helper is his 
blonde granddaughter, who helps hand 
out presents. Parents also have gifts un-
derneath the fi r tree for their children to 
open on New Year’s Day.

As we celebrate the New Year, we all 
remember last year like it was yester-
day. I can assure you I won’t be celebrat-
ing by eating 12 grapes, sucking long 
noodles, throwing a hard loaf of bread 
at my house, going for a polar dip, or 
throwing dishes at a friend’s front door.

I prefer to trust in wise proverbs like 
this one: “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own under-
standing. In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths.”

I wish you all a very Merry Christ-
mas and a healthy, happy New Year. 
Thanks for taking the time to “check it 
out.”

Soon we’ll say “goodbye 2025” and “hello 2026”
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Opinion
By Joan Janzen

In Venice, 
tens of thousands 

of people get 
together for an 

outdoor celebration 
and kiss at midnight.
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The word of the year, 
as voted on by the Ox-
ford English Dictionary, 
is rage-bait: “combining 
the words rage, meaning 
a violent outburst of an-
ger, and bait, an attractive 
morsel of food. Although 
a close parallel to the ety-
mologically related click-
bait, rage-bait has a more 
specifi c focus on evoking 
anger, discord, and polar-
ization.”

Merriam-Webster announced that their “human 
editors” (as opposed to their monkeys, algorithms, or 
AI editors? We now have to clarify whether or not a 
human is making decisions on our behalf) chose the 
word: slop.

They defi ned “slop” as “digital content of low qual-
ity that is produced usually in quantity by means of 
artifi cial intelligence.” They went on to say: “The fl ood 
of slop in 2025 included absurd videos, off -kilter ad-
vertising images, cheesy propaganda, fake news that 
looks pretty real, junky AI-written books… and lots of 
talking cats.” The problem is, while “people found it 
annoying… people ate it up.”

What is it about us that makes us jump at anything 
that promises to enrage and annoy us? Does it make 
us feel better than the ones engaged in the bad behav-
ior? Or does it justify our hatred of them? Does hating 
make us feel safe, better, stronger, right? Or is it that 
we’ve been stooping so low for so long we forgot what 
it feels like to be upright? To be gentlefolk, to comport 
ourselves with dignity and grace.

Last year’s word was polarization. This is where 
we take a side and then blame the opposite side for 
engaging in “polarization.” It’s a prerequisite for the 
making of rage-bait and slop. You hunker down and 
build your arsenal behind your wall, fence, or gated 
community and start collecting ammunition. This is 
war, and you are fi ghting the enemy until your very 
last mud-sling.

Merriam-Webster reported another often-looked-
up term from last year: Touch Grass. They wrote: “Af-
ter the murder of Charlie Kirk, Governor Spencer Cox 
spoke passionately about the dangers of social media 
and urged people to log off , turn off , touch grass, hug 
a family member, go out and do good in the commu-
nity.”

I’m old enough to remember not having a comput-
er or a cell phone—which means I’m lucky enough, 
too. I was 46 years old when my producer made me 
use a company cellphone because I was reporting 

from the road. I hated 
having to carry a phone 
while on the road—the 
whole point of the road 
was to get away from the 
world!

We don’t just use our phones to keep in touch 
anymore; we use them to keep us busy, distracted, 
noisy in our heads. They are sidearms—we arm our-
selves with them—keeping fear and depression at 
bay.

The governor makes sense. Sociologist Jonathan 
Haidt reminds us that play used to be the purview 
of childhood. But play-based childhood is being re-
placed with a screen-based life. And they’re suff ering 
because of it. But it’s not just them—adults suff er from 
isolation, depression, sleep deprivation, and addiction 
when we spend huge swaths of time on the phone. 
Not to mention nature-deprivation.

Author Paul Kingsnorth sees cell phones as “a 
disruptor of solitude, which is essential to a spiritual 
life.” And I’d add, if we can’t go to bed without our 
cells talking us to sleep (anyone remember lullabies?) 
and being the fi rst connection we make in the morn-
ing, when are we alone with our own thoughts? Or 
does the very idea of that terrify us? When, if ever, do 
we contemplate, refl ect, or pray?

Five years ago, Shoshana Zuboff , in her book Sur-
veillance Capitalism, warned us that “tech companies 
secretly extract our private behavioral data to predict 
and modify their future actions for profi t. Cell phones 
are ideal for this because they are everywhere and al-
ways with us. They have advanced tracking capabili-
ties.”

Today we say, so what? We like it. I’ve written about 
this before. But now I want to talk about alternatives. 
I don’t want to contribute to making “polarization,” 
“slop,” or “rage-bait” the most popular word of next 
year. I want to talk solution rather than problem.

There is a heartlessness to rage-baiting — a hard-
heartedness which is a form of cowardice and selfi sh-
ness. There is a mean-spiritedness to rage-baiting too. 
And it’s not just idiots, but clever people, armed with 
provocation under the guise of righteous indignation. 
Either way, it’s about putting time and energy into a 
hard-headed us-and-them war.

I want to drive to the top of the 2026 list: disarm-
ing words, cozy words, words about nature and long 
walks with friends and family, bundled in a parka, 
stopping for hot cocoa, or staying indoors, sitting 
under a blanket by a fi re with a book. I want to put 
words of wonder and constructive words to ascend to 
the top. Ploughshare words, not sword words. “Touch 
Grass,” “Touch Heart” words.

Of course, we don’t need to wait for Oxford or Mer-
riam-Webster to give us a word. Every New Year’s 
Eve, my family chooses a word to live by. I think I’ll 
choose heart.

This year, may I remember to move from my head to 
my heart. And learn to stay open even when it hurts—
especially when it hurts—so that I can be willing, as 
Hannah Arendt recommended, “to hear the inherent 
truth inside the other’s opinion.”

I’ll leave you with the words of Pope Leo, as he 
seems to be one of the few sane people on the planet 
these days:

“Sometimes, at the end 
of days full of activities, we 
feel empty. Why? Because 
we are not machines; we 
have a heart. Indeed, we 
can say that we are a heart. 
The heart is the symbol of 
all our humanity, the sum of 
our thoughts, feelings, and 
desires, the invisible center 
of our selves… For where 
your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.”

“Touch heart” words

Pop89
By Madonna Hamel

Alcoholics Anonymous

Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:  Kindersley NA Meeting
  7:30 PM, 113 Main Street

Monday:  Kindersley AA Meeting
  8:00 PM, Legion Hall, 118 - 2nd Avenue East
  AA Upstairs, Alanon Downstairs
Tuesday:  Brock AA Meeting
  8:00 PM, Vesper Club, 1st Avenue North
Tuesday:  Leader AA Meeting
  8:00 PM, Leader United Church, 1st St. W.
Wednesday:  Eston AA Meeting
         8 PM, St. Andrew’s United Church, 1st St. W.
Friday:   Kindersley AA Meeting
  8:00 PM, Lutheran Church, 807 - 3rd Ave. W.

Get help with substance abuse.

ARE YOU IN NEED OF FREE GROCERIES?
Visit us at FOODMESH Kindersley

800 - 12TH AVE. E, KINDERSLEY (east doors)
Follow Us on     to stay connected

Our Hours:
Mon. 6:30 - 8:00 PMWed. 7:00 - 8:00 PMThur. 7:00 - 8:00 PM

No Pre-RegistrationRequired

Follow Us on     to stay connected

Hwy. 31, Luseland • 306-372-4242 • www.thompsonbearing.com

THOMPSON BEARING & FARM PARTS INC.

BE PREPARED 
THE SNOW IS HERE!

84” KUBOTA
SNOW BLOWER

MODEL AP-SBL842410HH

CALL FOR PRICING
1001 - 9th Ave West, Kindersley

306-463-3977

• Vehicle Wraps
• Embroidery
• Sandwich Boards
• Logo Design
• Custom Printed
   Business Books,
   Highway Signs
   and Decals

Congratulations to this month’s lucky Trip of the 
Month Winners, Garth and Sharlene Minto

from Milestone, SK.
The Mintos have won a vacation to experience the 

stunning landscapes on a luxurious mountain escape 
to Mont-Tremblant, Quebec! This 5-night stay 

includes direct flights from Edmonton for 2 adults 
making a perfect retreat.

Congratulations to the
LUSELAND TRIP OF THE MONTH WINNER
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Just a gal from Glidden

“Because there is SO much worth seeing!”

Dr. Jackie Hagens & Associates
www.absolutelyeyes.com

Facebook: Oyen Optometry and Absolutely Eyes

107 MAIN STREET, KINDERSLEY • 306-463-8266

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
6:30 AM - 6:00 PM

600 Main Street, Kindersley • 306-463-2464

“The Best Li�le Drycleaners Close To Home”
Mike & Arlene Hankewich

“The Best Little Drycleaners Close To Home”
BOB YUAN - OWNER

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
6:30 AM - 6:00 PM

600 Main St, Kindersley • 306-463-2464

DRY CLEANING
Nu

Under New Ownership!

(306) 358-2034 
porksgarageltd@sasktel.net • 303 Brooks Ave, Denzil

• GAS
• DIESEL
• OIL
• TIRES
• WINDSHIELDS

LUSELAND CLINIC HOURS
January 2026
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MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

BY KATE WINQUIST

“Do not be afraid! For behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people: Today the 
Oyen Echo has met its saviour. She is 
Kate Winquist. Hallelujah!”

Those words, written by Diana 
Walker on the front page of the 
Dec. 17, 2020, Oyen Echo, feel like 
yesterday—though fi ve years have 
passed. It’s hard to believe that half 
a decade ago, I stepped in to take 
over a weekly community newspa-
per many thought was destined to 
fold. In doing so, I jokingly earned 
the title of “saviour of newspa-
pers” in west-central Saskatche-
wan and east-central Alberta. After 
all, only six months earlier I had 
launched Your West Central Voice
from scratch, following the closure 
of the Kindersley Clarion in Febru-
ary 2020.

It’s a title I take lightly. The 
need, however, is very real. Last 
week, the Carlyle Observer pub-
lished its fi nal edition on Dec. 18 
after 89 years of operation. Earli-
er this year, the Estevan Mercury
ceased publication after 122 years. 
Saskatchewan has seen a sharp de-
cline in local journalism, with doz-
ens of newspapers closing or con-
solidating as advertising revenues 
shift and digital media rises.

Some notable recent closures in-
clude:
• Carlyle Observer: Closed Dec. 18 

after 89 years.
• Estevan Mercury: Ceased publi-

cation Jan. 1 after 122 years.
• Estevan Web Printing: The 

province’s last newspaper 
press, closed earlier this year.

• Kindersley Clarion: 110-year-old 
weekly, closed 2020.

• Moose Jaw Times-Herald: 
128-year-old daily, closed in 
2017.

• Saskatchewan Valley News: 
Closed in 2017 after 114 years.

The trend is clear: hundreds of 
local outlets across Canada have 
shut down since 2008, with com-
munity newspapers among the 
hardest hit. Large media chains 
increasingly consolidate or close 
underperforming print operations, 
focusing on digital assets.

This fall, the Rosetown Eagle tee-
tered on the brink of closure. Once 
again, I had the opportunity to step 

in, as I did with the Oyen Echo in 
2020. It begs the question: if I hadn’t, 
would anyone else have? Each clo-
sure underscores just how fragile 
local journalism has become—and 
how easily communities can lose 
their own stories.

We’ve weathered the storm (so 
far) by focusing on hyper-local 
content. Independent newspapers 
like ours play a vital role in keep-
ing readers informed about what’s 
happening in their communities. 
We cover local events, news, and is-
sues that larger media outlets might 
overlook. We focus on our commu-
nity’s unique stories and ensure that 
voices are heard and remembered.

Our work isn’t without chal-
lenges. We have a small but ded-
icated team, which means im-

portant stories sometimes go 
uncovered—not because they 
aren’t important, but because re-
sources are stretched thin. Joan 
Janzen, Patti Moran, Greg Paul-
hus, Diana Walker, Ian MacKay, 
David McIver—and my husband, 
Robert, and I—keep the presses 
rolling and the stories alive, rain or 
shine, sleet or snow, and yes, even 
through postal strikes.

Fun fact: our newsroom qual-
ifi es for the senior’s discount al-
most everywhere. Greg and I are 
the “young ones,” while the rest of 
the team brings enough collective 
wisdom, mileage and well-earned 
coff ee breaks to fi ll several de-
cades. Experience is something we 
have in abundance—but fi nding 
and nurturing the next generation 
of journalists remains a challenge 
we continue to face.

So yes, I may have “saved” a 
paper or two, but we all know who 
the real Saviour is—and He hap-
pens to be celebrating His birthday 
this week.

Wishing all our readers, adver-
tisers, friends and family a very 
Merry Christmas! We look forward 
to seeing you next year, refreshed 
and ready to prove that in a world 
of closures, local stories still have 
a home.

Do Not Be Afraid: There Is Good News

Independent 
newspapers like 

ours play a vital role 
in keeping readers 

informed about 
what’s happening in 
their communities.
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• Stewart Mandel of The Athletic, on UNC hiring 
Bill Belichick as head 
football coach: “Un-
less Belichick can mag-
ically restore eligibility 
for Tom Brady, I fail to 
see how this will end 
well.”

• Mike Bianchi of the 
Orlando Sentinel: 
“Spoiled Alabama 
fans whining about 
their three-loss team 
not getting an invi-
tation to the College 
Football Playoff is like 
listening to Warren Buffett complain about not get-
ting a senior discount.”

• Headline at the onion.com: “More Parents Say Al-
lowing Child To Play Football Not Worth Risk Of 
Being Drafted By Jets”

• Lizzie F. in a Chicago Bears’ mailbag: “What legal 
action can I take against my parents for raising me 
as a Bears fan? When does this become cruel and 
unusual punishment?”

• RJ Currie of sportsdeke.com: “Joe Polo, fifth on the 
U.S. gold-medal curling team, named his daugh-
ter Ailsa after a Scottish island that produces the 
stone for curling rocks. The kid already feels taken 
for granite.”

• Columnist Norman Chad, on Twitter: “ESPN’s Dan 
Orlovsky talks more in a three-man booth than the 
late Vin Scully talked in a one-man booth.”

• Scott Lincicome, a business trade scholar at the 
Cato Institute, on Donald Trump’s proposed tar-
iffs: “I can’t imagine the president tariffing guaca-
mole right before the Super Bowl.”

• From The Athletic’s story quoting the beloved 
baseball announcer/actor Bob Uecker, who died 
Jan. 16, on getting into baseball: “I signed with the 
Braves in 1954 for $3,000. That bothered my dad at 
the time because he didn’t have that kind of dough 
to pay out. But eventually, he scraped it up.”

• Headline at fark.com: “Unlike a good neighbour, 
State Farm won’t be there. The insurance company 
decides that maybe, just maybe, spending millions 
on a Super Bowl ad wasn’t a good look for them 
after cancelling all those homeowners’ policies in 
California.”

• Comedy guy Torben Rolfsen of Vancouver: “I 
love watching Wild games on TV. They do the an-
nouncements in both English and Minnesotan.”

• Rolfsen again: “Mark Davis of the Las Vegas Raid-
ers fired his general manager. I thought if he was 
going to fire anyone, it would be his hairstylist.”

• Hall-of-Famer Ichiro Suzuki on his least-favourite 
place to play baseball: “To tell the truth, I’m not 
excited to go to Cleveland, but we have to. If I ever 
saw myself saying I’m excited going to Cleveland, 
I’d punch myself in the face, because I’m lying.”

• Janice Hough of leftcoastsportsbabe.com: “Max 
Scherzer, who turns 41 this summer, just signed a 
one-year contract valued at $15.5 million with the 
Toronto Blue Jays. Well, the way the U.S.A. is go-
ing maybe Max wanted to play in a country that 
has Medicare.”

• RJ Currie again: “According to a recent study, get-
ting extra sleep on Sundays can help prevent pre-
mature death. Finally, some good news for Cleve-
land Browns fans.”

• ABC late-night host Jimmy Kimmel, on the Super 
Bowl: “For me, the best part was listening to Tom 
Brady pretend he was not ecstatic about Patrick 
Mahomes not winning Super Bowl number four.”

• Luke Fox of Sportsnet.ca., on the aggressive style 
Sam Bennett brought to Canada’s team in the Four 
Nations Faceoff: “Sam Bennett, an even looser 
Panthers cannon all decked out in Red, White and 
Bruise.”

• Globe and Mail columnist Cathal Kelly, on the re-
cent U.S. animosity toward Canada and its chum-
miness with Russia: “ If Hollywood made Rocky 
IV again, Ivan Drago would be from Winnipeg.”

• Steve Simmons of the Toronto Sun: “Maybe Don-

ald Trump wants to take over Canada just so his 
country can win a hockey tournament again.”

• Another one from RJ Currie: “Canucks starting 
goaltender Thatcher Demko is out week-to-week, 
and he’ll be replaced by backup Kevin Lankinen. 
Demko is hampered by a lower body injury and a 
lower save percentage.”

• Greg Cote of the Miami Herald, on Aaron Rod-
gers’ future: “If the Dolphins sign Rodgers to re-
place Tua Tagovailoa I’ll hitchhike from here to 
Winnipeg.”

• Headline at theonion.com: “Numerous teams 
express interest in Aaron Rodgers playing else-
where”

• Jeremy Baker on bluesky.app, after Canada didn’t 
make the medals at the 2025 World Junior hock-
ey championship: “Some people are complaining 
about the refs and bad calls. The game was in Ot-
tawa. If Canada can’t find a corrupt ref in Ottawa 
of all places, we deserve to lose.”

• Columnist Norman Chad, on things overheard 
from the four-legged competitors at the West-
minster Dog Show in New York: “Donald Trump 
stopped by and asked to see the American fox-
hound’s birth certificate.”

• Ontario columnist Keith Schell, reminiscing about 
a CFL transaction in the early 2000s when the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers released Tom Europe 
and signed Tom Canada: “Don Cherry would be 
proud.”

• Jessica Hadwin, wife of PGA Tour player Adam 
Hadwin, as the two were driving away from Saw-
grass Saturday morning after Adam missed the 
cut at the Players on Friday: “Look at these losers, 
having to work on the weekend.”

• Another one from Rolfsen: “Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo just joined the 20,000 career point club and 
can now access the VIP lounge at the Milwaukee 
international airport.”

• Janice Hough again: “Arkansas blew a 16-point 
lead midway through the second half and a six-
point leaded with one minute and 15 seconds left 
and the ball, to lose to Texas Tech in OT 85-83. This 
is the most embarrassing thing to happen to Ar-
kansas since they elected Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
governor.”

• A groaner from RJ Currie: “The Massachusetts 
golfer who bit off part of another player’s finger 
got out on bail in the amount of $10,000. That 
doesn’t include the tip.”

• Reecey Pierce, on X, after the Masters’ Tuesday night 
Champions dinner: “Everyone just wants to know if 
Cabrera and Scottie swapped prison stories.”

• RJ Currie again “I recently drove in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, on a highway named after local 
skip Brad Gushue. It was great: No matter how 
many mistakes I made, it was someone else’s 
fault.”

• Retiring CBS reporter Dennis Dodd, reminiscing 
in his retirement column: “Fun fact: The antacid 
still hasn’t been invented to combat the effects of 
press box food.”

• Vancouver’s Torben Rolfsen: “Tiger Woods’ de-
sign firm is going to build a nine-hole short course 
at Augusta National. Prediction: They’ll hold a 
tournament there called the Mistresses.”

• Sportswriter Ray Ratto of San Francisco, in a 
pre-Kentucky Derby story: “Kids just don’t go to 
the track anymore, which is a shame because it re-
mains a great place for young people to learn to 
smoke cigarettes and leave the butts in someone 
else’s beer.”

• Headline at fark.com: “Bill Belichick’s girlfriend 
instructs him to deny that she’s too controlling.”

• Another fark.com headline: “The Royal and An-
cient Golf Society warns players not to cheat on 
their handicaps. Trump immediately designates 
them as a terrorist organization.”

• Gary Van Sickle of golf website The First Call, on 
whether the PGA could create as much drama as 
this year’s Masters: “A White Sox fan is now the 
Pope so, yes, anything is possible.”

• Retired sports columnist Rick Reilly, in a blast-
from-the-past column after Tiger Woods obliterat-
ed the field with a 12-shot win in the 1997 Masters: 
“… Forty-seven-year-old Tom Kite … would finish 
second in the same sense that Germany finished 
second in World War II.”

• Greg Cote again: “(The Panthers) become only the 
fourth team since 1980 to reach the Stanley Cup 
Final a third season in a row -- a Cat trick.”

• The late Muhammad Ali, feeling confident about 
an upcoming fight: “I’ve seen George Foreman 
shadow boxing and the shadow won.”

• U.S. college basketball coach Billy Tubbs: “This 
year we plan to run and shoot. Next year we plan 
to run and score.”

• From the Canadian parody website The Beaver-
ton on Florida’s Stanley Cup win over Edmonton: 
“The City of Calgary has announced a co-bellig-
erents victory parade, where a photo of Connor 
McDavid looking sad will be paraded through the 
streets.”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

Looking back at the best from 2025
The best quips, quotes and anecdotes from January through June, 2025 (Part 1)

Sports
By Bruce Penton

Back in the 1930s Santa Claus arrived in Luseland on Mr. Thomas Youse’ sleigh. Santa usually appeared in 
the person of Archie Wilson. HUB & SPOKES - LUSELAND HISTORY BOOK
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FEIFFER’S TIRE STORE LTD.

433 Hwy. 21 North, Leader, SK

306-628-3231 • 1-877-333-6818
Owner: Thane Feiffer • feiffertire@sasktel.net

All brands of tires
for everything on wheels!

Mechanical services
and wheel alignments

309 Main St., Kindersley • 306-463-2628 • www.kellyinsurancebrokers.ca

• Auto • Residential
• Commercial

• Farm • Oil� eld • Travel
4 Canadian accredited brokers on sta�  

with over 50 years experience!
* Notary Publics available *

People you know, 
providing
insurance you
can trust.

Let us customize an insurance plan for you!

SERVING KINDERSLEY & AREA SINCE 1963

����������������������������
�������

���	������������������������������������������	��������

���������������������������
�������
������������������������������������������	������	��

306-463-4886
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PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE!

Caterpillar TH255 Telehandler
Rates:
$120/Hour
$300/Half Day
$500/Day
$1500/Week
$3750/Month
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114 - 12th Ave. East, Kindersley 306-463-4886
www.proplusrentals.ca

In-town delivery for small equipment
Reduced rates for long-term rentals and repeat customers

Trailer rentals for large equipment
Used hand tools available for sale at reduced prices

306-463-4886
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4801 57th Avenue, Macklin, Sask. • www.rona.ca 

Will Quote all jobs, Big or Small!!
• Benjamin Moore Paint
• Windows • Doors
• Cabinets & Countertops
• Siding • Metal • Landscaping
• Wine Kits & Equipment
• Showers & Tubs • Sinks & Faucets
• Overhead Doors
• Interior & Exterior Stone
• RV and Camper Accessories & Parts 306-753-2222

Open Monday-Friday 8 am - 6 pm; Saturday 9 am - 4 pm

Pamela Busby
Sales Agent 306-628-7542

Royal Lepage Wheat Country

Licensed to trade in Commercial, Residential & Farm.

#1 West Road, Kindersley
pambusby@royallepage.ca
www.leaderrealty.ca

Homes for sale in Leader, Sceptre, 
and Burstall, Saskatchewan 

As we move into this joyous season 
and I reflect on the past year, I am re-
minded what an honour it is to represent 
this community. It has been a privilege 
to work with council as we address is-
sues, as well as share our ideas, goals, 
and enthusiasm for the continued devel-
opment of this community.

The ongoing work on our infrastruc-
ture and the demolition of the old hospi-
tal were two of the biggest projects this 
year, among many smaller ones aimed at 
supporting future growth.

A special thank you to all the community members 
who volunteer for the various groups that protect us, 

entertain us, keep our community look-
ing beautiful, showcase our heritage, re-
member our fallen, and keep us active. 
Without the help of volunteers, small-
town communities cannot thrive.

Thank you also to our town office 
staff, public works staff, and summer 
workers for keeping the town main-
tained, looking good, and ensuring our 
facilities function properly.

On behalf of the town council and 
all the staff of the Town of Kerrobert, I 

would like to extend my heartfelt greetings for a hap-
py, healthy, and safe holiday season.

Mayor Mike Mitchell

Holiday Greeting from the Mayor of Kerrobert

Mayor Mike Mitchell

The Christmas story has been told throughout the 
centuries, however along the way the symbolic mean-
ing of the circumstances surrounding Christ’s birth have 
been forgotten. The revealing of this symbolism causes 
the Christmas story to come alive once again. First cen-
tury Jewish believers would have 
taken note of these meaningful de-
tails, yet it’s very easy to overlook 
them today.

The story begins, “That night 
some shepherds were in the fields 
outside the village guarding their 
flocks of sheep.” (Luke 2:8). The 
only flocks kept near Bethlehem 
at that time of year were the Pass-
over flocks. The shepherds were 
looking for lambs that were spotless, without blemish 
or broken bones that could be used for sacrifice. And it 
was the shepherds who were called upon to seek out 
and identify the newborn Lamb of God.

It was just an ordinary work day for the shepherds 
when suddenly an angel appeared and said, “I bring 
you good news of great joy for everyone! The Sav-
iour, yes the Messiah, the Lord has been born tonight 
in Bethlehem, the City of David.” (Luke 2: 10). The 
shepherds made their way into Bethlehem, not only to 
see a baby, but also identify the spotless human Lamb 
of God who would become the sacrifice for you and I.

The angel gave them further instructions saying, 
“And this is how you will recognize him. You will find 
a baby lying in a manger, wrapped snugly in strips 
of cloth.” (Luke 2: 12). The manger held significant 
meaning for the shepherds who protected a newborn 

lamb by carefully placing it in a manger to prevent it 
from getting injured by the rest of the flock, because 
an injured lamb could not be used for a sacrifice. Jesus 
was born in a manger.

In those days people wore strips of cloth around 
their waist when they travelled. 
The cloth was used to wrap the 
bodies of anyone who died. Baby 
Jesus was wrapped in strips of 
cloth, signifying he was born to 
die just like a spotless lamb.

Jesus, the spotless lamb was 
without sin while living on this 
earth. Hebrews 4:15 says he was 
“tempted in every way, yet he did 
not sin”, and 2 Corinthians 5:21 

says “He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us”. 
Jesus was the last Passover lamb to be offered.

As the years go by the story of Jesus’ birth contin-
ues to be told, especially during this festive season. 
Your loving Father God carefully orchestrated every 
detail of the story, demonstrating His enormous love 
for each and everyone. He had only one purpose in 
mind …. “For He wants everyone to be saved and un-
derstand the truth. For there is only one God and one 
Mediator who can reconcile God and people. He is the 
man Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 2: 4-5).

During this special time of year, Pastor Dana and 
Marge Bailey, along with the leadership team and 
congregation at Kindersley Christian Fellowship 

wish you all a very blessed Christmas season and a 
Happy New Year in 2026.

The Christmas story comes alive

BY JOAN JANZEN

KINDERSLEY — Kindersley resident Helen Barclay 
and her friends have been drumming for a long time.

According to a Dec. 31, 2001 West-Central Cross-
roads article, Barclay formed a drum circle three years 
earlier after purchasing a collection of drums. Shakers, 
a marimba and a steel drum were later added to the 
group’s repertoire.

What began as a stress reliever — a chance to visit 

with friends and enjoy a fun activity — wasn’t intend-
ed for the public stage. Performances were limited to 
the occasional birthday party or small group.

More than two decades later, that rhythm hasn’t 
slowed.

As 2025 ends, Barclay 
and her fellow drummers 
continue to play together 
and entertain audiences 
throughout the year.

Stamina is the force that drives these drummers

Adult drum circle members (from left): Glennis Getz, Helen Barclay, Gladys McCarthy, 
Julie Boychuk and Lorna King. Photo: Dec. 31, 2001, West-Central Crossroads.
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Shopping for 
gifts online? 
Avoid these

 common mistakes!

Doing your holiday shopping online defi nitely has its advantages. It 
helps you escape those crowded malls and avoid driving in snowy 
conditions. If the online option appeals to you, make sure to avoid 
these pitfalls.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE
Online shopping and procrastination don’t mix well during the 
holidays. Start your search early to ensure your gifts arrive on time. 
Check estimated delivery dates and, ideally, give yourself some extra 
time in case of delays. If you’re running behind, be prepared to pay for 
express shipping.

DON’T FORGET TO READ PRODUCT 
DESCRIPTIONS CAREFULLY
Pay attention to dimensions, materials, sizes, language and other 
important details specifi c to the product you’re buying to avoid 
disappointment. Whether it’s furniture, clothing or electronics, vague 
descriptions may be a sign that the website isn’t legitimate, so be 
cautious.

DON’T BLINDLY TRUST AN UNKNOWN WEBSITE
Use secure and reliable websites that provide thor ough information, 
including full contact details and clear exchange and refund policies. 
Do the prices seem too good to be true? Are there exorbitant extra 
fees? Is the site cluttered with broken links and buttons? If so, it’s 
best to click away. Stick to websites you’re familiar with, especially 
those of local retailers.

DON’T NEGLECT TO READ THE RETURN POLICY
Before making a purchase, take the time to understand the return 
policy. Ask yourself: can you get a refund, or is it an exchange-only 
situation? How long is the return period? Is the product a fi nal sale? 
Do your homework to avoid any un pleasant surprises.

Happy online shopping!

Christmas party: how to be 
the perfect guest

Hosting guests for Christmas celebrations certain ly requires energy 
and preparation. However, being invited to someone’s home doesn’t 
mean you’re completely free of responsibilities. Are you attend ing a 
festive event this year? Follow these tips to be a model guest.

ARRIVE ON TIME
Plan your route and check the traffic to ensure you arrive no more 
than 15 minutes late. Try not to arrive too early either, so you don’t 
disturb your hosts’ last-minute preparations and create an 
awkward situation. Will you be late due to unfore seen circumstances? 
Send your hosts a text so they don’t worry.

BRING A HOST GIFT
Never show up empty-handed! Bring a gift to thank your hosts for 
their hospitality. It’s a nice gesture that shows your thoughtfulness 
and appreciation. A classic bottle of wine, a bag of specialty cof-
fee, a locally made candle, homemade bread or a plant are all great 
choices!

OFFER TO HELP
Are the appetizers ready to be served? Is the counter piling up 
with dishes? Do the vegetables need to be peeled? O� er to help. 
Helping out your hosts will ease some stress and allow them to en-
joy the event more. You can also o� er to play a game to entertain the 
children or set the table.

Ultimately, remember to be courteous and use com mon sense. Put your 
phone away, greet every one and dress appropriately. Stop by your 
local shops to fi nd everything you need.

Holiday Hours of Operation:

West Central Events Centre Town Office Aquatic Centre
December 22nd 7:00am to 10:00pm

Public Shinny: 10:00am to 12:30pm
Public Skating: 1:00pm to 3:30pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

December 23rd 7:00am to 10:00pm
Public Skating & Shinny: 10:00am to
2:30pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

December 24th 10:00am to 2:00pm
Public Skating & Shinny: 10:00am to
1:45pm

CLOSED Regular 
Programming

December 25th CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED
December 26th 10:00am to 2:00pm

Public Shinny: 10:00am to 1:45pm
Public Skating: 12:00pm to 1:45pm

CLOSED CLOSED

December 27th 8:00am to 6:00pm
Public Shinny: 9:00am to 1:00pm
Public Skating: 3:00pm to 5:00pm
Sponsored by Whitecap Resources Inc.

CLOSED Regular 
Programming

December 28th 9:00am to 7:00pm CLOSED Regular 
Programming FREE 
Public Swim 
Sponsored by Inter 
Pipeline: 1:30pm to
6:00pm

December 29th 7:00am to 10:00pm
Public Skating: 11:00am to 3:00pm
Public Shinny: 12:30pm to 4:00pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

December 30th 7:00am to 10:00pm
Public Skating & Public Shinny: 12:30pm 
to 4:30pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

December 31st 10:00am to 2:00pm
Public Shinny: 10:00am to 12:00pm & 
12:15pm to 1:45pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

January 1st CLOSED
Open for Jr. Klipper Home Game

CLOSED CLOSED

January 2nd 7:00am to 10:00pm 8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

West Central Events Centre:

• Call 306-463-1820 or email recreation@kindersley.ca for more information!
• View the Ice Schedule at: https://www.kindersley.ca/things-to-do/ice-schedule/
• Please note all schedules are subject to change!

Kindersley Aquatic Centre:

• Call 306-463-2082 for more information!
• View the full schedule at: https://www.kindersley.ca/community/community-

facilities/aquatic-centre/
• Please note all schedules are subject to change!

May the Christmas Season fill your home with love, and 
your life with laughter. Thank you for making Kindersley 

your home! Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season! 
All the best in 2026.

May the Christmas season �ll your home with love, and your life with 
laughter. �ank you for making Kindersley your home!

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season! All the best in 2026.

West Central Events Centre
• Call 306-463-1820 or email recreation@kindersley.ca for more information!
• View the Ice Schedule at: https://www.kindersley.ca/things-to-do/ice-schedule/
• Please note all schedules are subject to change!

Kindersley Aquatic Centre
• Call 306-463-2082 for more information!
• View the full schedule at: https://www.kindersley.ca/community/community  
-facilities/acquatic-centre/
• Please note all schedules are subject to change!

Holiday Hours of Operation:

West Central Events Centre Town Office Aquatic Centre
December 22nd 7:00am to 10:00pm

Public Shinny: 10:00am to 12:30pm
Public Skating: 1:00pm to 3:30pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

December 23rd 7:00am to 10:00pm
Public Skating & Shinny: 10:00am to
2:30pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

December 24th 10:00am to 2:00pm
Public Skating & Shinny: 10:00am to
1:45pm

CLOSED Regular 
Programming

December 25th CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED
December 26th 10:00am to 2:00pm

Public Shinny: 10:00am to 1:45pm
Public Skating: 12:00pm to 1:45pm

CLOSED CLOSED

December 27th 8:00am to 6:00pm
Public Shinny: 9:00am to 1:00pm
Public Skating: 3:00pm to 5:00pm
Sponsored by Whitecap Resources Inc.

CLOSED Regular 
Programming

December 28th 9:00am to 7:00pm CLOSED Regular 
Programming FREE 
Public Swim 
Sponsored by Inter 
Pipeline: 1:30pm to
6:00pm

December 29th 7:00am to 10:00pm
Public Skating: 11:00am to 3:00pm
Public Shinny: 12:30pm to 4:00pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

December 30th 7:00am to 10:00pm
Public Skating & Public Shinny: 12:30pm 
to 4:30pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

December 31st 10:00am to 2:00pm
Public Shinny: 10:00am to 12:00pm & 
12:15pm to 1:45pm

8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

January 1st CLOSED
Open for Jr. Klipper Home Game

CLOSED CLOSED

January 2nd 7:00am to 10:00pm 8:30am to 
4:30pm

Regular 
Programming

West Central Events Centre:

• Call 306-463-1820 or email recreation@kindersley.ca for more information!
• View the Ice Schedule at: https://www.kindersley.ca/things-to-do/ice-schedule/
• Please note all schedules are subject to change!

Kindersley Aquatic Centre:

• Call 306-463-2082 for more information!
• View the full schedule at: https://www.kindersley.ca/community/community-

facilities/aquatic-centre/
• Please note all schedules are subject to change!

May the Christmas Season fill your home with love, and 
your life with laughter. Thank you for making Kindersley 

your home! Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season! 
All the best in 2026.
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Smart ideas to spoil 
your favourite sports lover

Are you looking for the perfect Christmas gift 
for someone who loves to keep active? Here 
are a few ideas to explore.

• Equipment for working out at home, 
such as a push-up board or yoga mat

• Reusable or rechargeable hand warmers 
for outdoor activities

• Seamless, breathable and cushioned 
technical socks 

• Wireless headphones that are shock- 
and sweat-resistant

• A self-massage accessory, like a ball, 
roller or massage gun

• A bag cover that fi ts the size of their bag, 
measured in litres 

• A breathable neck gaiter that can serve 
as a neck warmer, headband or hat

• A functional and stylish sports bag that fi ts 
their activities and needs

• An insulated and personalized water bottle
• A smartwatch loaded with features 

to enhance their workout routine
• A compact, quick-drying microfi bre towel 

that’s perfect for any sports activity 
• A hydration vest or belt, ideal for running 

or hiking

If you really don’t know what they might 
need to enhance their workouts, a gift card 
to their favourite 
sporting goods or 
outdoor retailer is 
always a good bet!

sporting goods or This year, break the ice with karaoke!
Games like musical chairs, bingo, white elephant 
and limbo are great games to liven up Christmas 
Eve and other holiday parties. In recent years, ka-
raoke has become a popular addition to the lineup 
of fun. Are you hosting a holiday party and looking 
for a fresh way to keep your guests entertained? 
Organize a karaoke night.

EQUIPMENT
Whether you rent a private room or prefer to sing 
and dance in the comfort of your own home, you’ll 
need essential equipment, including:

• At least two good-quality microphones
• A screen or projector to display the lyrics
• A stereo or speakers
• A computer, tablet or smartphone
• Karaoke software, platform or app

To create the ultimate karaoke atmosphere, add 
fun lights, a smoke machine and a disco ball. If you 

plan to host karaoke nights regularly, consider pur-
chasing equipment. Other wise, you can rent pro-
fessional equipment from a specialty company.

PLAYLIST
Many karaoke systems allow singers to make spe-
cial requests. However, some guests might 
need a bit of inspiration. Help them out by creating 
a playlist of well-known songs, in cluding some ho-
liday classics.

RULES
Before the party begins, explain the rules to your 
guests to avoid misunderstandings and disap-
pointment. For example, set a limit of three songs 
per person and establish a rotation system.

Finally, don’t forget to provide both alco holic 
and non-alcoholic drink options, as well as snacks, 
like chips and appetizers. Merry Christmas and 
enjoy your karaoke night!

Thank You to all our customers
in 2025 

Wishing you a safe & healthy
holiday season!

from Brad Edgerton, Jenny Wozniak and Kelly McGrath

May this festive season bring peace 
and happiness to one and all.

ADVERTISER

May this festive season bring peace 
and happiness to one and all.

ADVERTISER

May this festive season bring peace 
and happiness to one and all.

ADVERTISERMay this festive season bring peace and happiness to one and all.

KERROBERT
REDDI MART

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

& Happy 
New Year!

REDDI MART HOLIDAY HOURS:
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025: 6 AM - 7 PM
Christmas Day, December 25, 2025: 12 Noon - 4 PM
Boxing Day, December 26, 2025: 12 Noon - 7 PM
New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2025: 6 AM - 10 PM
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2026: 12 Noon - 7 PM
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Tips to celebrate Christmas 
remotely with your loved ones

Is your sister studying abroad? Do you 
have a friend in the hospital? Is one of your 
parents stuck at home with a nasty bug? 
There are many reasons why someone 
might have to celebrate the festive sea-
son from afar. Here are a couple of tips 
for shar ing special moments despite the 
distance.

• A virtual get-together. Video conferenc-
ing software is more accessible and ef-
fective than ever. Why not use it to connect 
with your loved ones? You can enjoy 

drinks, dinner, a board game or simply 
sing, laugh and chat together.

• A gift in the mail. Send your loved ones 
a gift through the mail. Get creative with a 
personalized delivery or consider using a 
singing telegram service.

No matter how far apart you are, you can still 
share special moments and create won-
derful memories this holiday season. This 
Christmas, stay close to the people you love, 
whether you’re physically together or not.

Doug Steele
MLA for Cypress Hills
steelemla@sasktel.net • 306-672-1755

Wishing you a
Merry Christmas 
and a safe and 
Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

Wishing you aWishing you a

20221214_Steele_Christmas-Ad.indd   1 2022-12-14   10:20:04 AM
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We send you warmest greetings,
full of best wishes for you and 

your family!
May the holiday season bring you 

and your family health, love,
prosperity, and peace!

Wishing you a bright and merry
holiday season and
Happy New Year!

- Nikki Meschischnick & Staff

  and
HAPPY

NEW YEAR
HAPPY

NEW YEAR

Sending Our Best Wishes
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Taking great family photos at Christmas: our tips
Whether you’re planning an intimate Christmas dinner with your 
immediate relatives or a large celebration with the extended fa-
mily, seize the opportunity to capture some memorable group pho-
tos. Here are a few tips for a hassle-free photo shoot.

• Choose the backdrop. These photos are all about the people. 
Select a plain backdrop that keeps the focus on your family rather 
than on busy decorations and bright lights. Make your job easier by 
ensuring no unsightly objects are in the frame, especially if you lack 
photo editing skills.

• Test the lighting. Before you start taking photos, check the light 
sources in the room. Ask a friend or family member to help you test 
them. Try to avoid using the fl ash unless absolutely neces sary, as 

it can cause people to blink and a� ect the image quality.

• Look for blemishes. While everyone gets set tled, take a quick 
look at each person. Check for stray hairs, stains on clothing, bits 
of parsley caught in teeth or even an open fl y!

• Vary the poses. Keep things interesting by encouraging your 
subjects to change their hand positions or to try a variety of standing 
or sitting poses. Don’t hesitate to take a few relaxed shots where 
everyone can make funny faces or open their mouths wide.

Finally, for an enjoyable experience, don’t spend too much time on 
your Christmas photo shoot, especially if they include young children. 
Say “cheese”!

May your holiday be �lled with

����������������������������������
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from Darren & Danita Olafson & Staff
HOURS OF OPERATION
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from all of us at the
R.M. of Kindersley No. 290

Thank You for Your Patronage
������������������������
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MERRY
Christmas
We hope this holiday 
is everything you’ve 
wished for and more.

RM of Happyland No. 231
306-628-4228
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For an eco-friendly Christmas, 
choose your decorations wisely

Holiday gatherings often produce a certain amount of waste, but you 
can still reduce your carbon footprint. At this time of year, consider de-
corating your home sustainably. Here are a few ideas to incorporate 
into your holiday decor.

USE OBJECTS FROM NATURE
Explore your local park or a nearby wooded area to fi nd fallen pine-
cones and turn them into decorations like garlands or tree orna-
ments. You can also dry slices of citrus fruit and arrange them in a 
serving dish with cinnamon sticks to create a table centrepiece.

CHOOSE ITEMS MADE OF RECYCLED 
OR ORGANIC MATERIALS
In contrast to new items made of toxic or non-biodegradable ma-
terials, local artisans offer countless eco-friendly alternatives. 
For example, you can buy soy candles or ornaments made from 
fabric scraps. This choice benefi ts the planet while adding a unique 
touch to your holiday decorating.

CONSIDER THE IMPACT 
OF YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE
It’s hard to imagine Christmas without a tree. The same question 

always comes up: real or artifi cial? According to experts, a synthe-
tic tree is a relatively eco-friendly choice, if you keep it for more than 
20 years. A locally sourced real tree typically has a lower environ-
mental impact than an artifi cial counterpart.

Visit your favourite local retailers to discover all the eco-friendly op-
tions available to you.

3 perfect appetizers to serve your guests 
during the holidays

Is it your turn to host family or friends for 
Christmas? Between decorating and 
curating the perfect playlist, don’t over-
look the importance of appetizers. Hors 
d’oeuvres are a true holiday essential. 
Want to impress your guests without 
complicating your life? Here are three 
suggestions that are perfect for the oc-
casion.

1. BACON-WRAPPED PEAR BITES
Slice some pears and place one or 
two sprigs of rosemary on each slice. 
Wrap each slice in bacon and bake at 
400 F for 15 minutes. That’s it!

2. AVOCADO CRISPS
In a bowl, combine diced cucumber 
and chopped dill. Add lemon zest and 
a pinch of salt. In another bowl, mash 
an avocado and mix in the juice of half 
a lemon with a dollop of Greek yogurt.

Take some tortilla chips, spread the avo-
cado mixture on top and garnish with a 
spoonful of the cucumber mixture. For a 

little extra fl air, place a piece of smoked 
salmon or salted seaweed on top.

3. OYSTERS WITH A SPLASH
Oysters make a simple yet elegant 
appetizer to welcome your guests. 
Arrange the open shellfi sh on a bed of 

coarse sea salt or crushed ice. Then, 
drizzle the oysters with a few drops of 
lemon juice. For an “adult” version, add 
a splash of vodka.

Stop by your local shops to pick up the 
freshest ingredients. Bon appetit!

May Your Days Be 
Merry & Bright

during the
Holiday Season!

D& L Agency Ltd.
306-372-4234 • 607 Grand Ave., Luseland
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May you be showered with love, happiness and joy this Christmas.

CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS!

EATONIA AGENCIES
306-967-2201 • Eatonia, SK ibas
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RM of
Deer Forks 306-679-2000

Burstall, SK

SHORTT INSURANCE
BROKERS LTD.

306-834-2794
437 Pacific Ave.
Kerrobert, SK

Wishing everyone a Happy Festive Season




